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5 Key policy pointers to take home 

1. GE is all abut the worldôs/CoTôs desire to move away from the 

unsustainable resource intensive growth path to a sustainable 

resource efficient, poverty eradicating & jobs creating growth path. 

 

2. The GE agenda brings along a whole industrial innovation drive 

where considerations on value chains and value addition as well as 

coproduction of GE knowledge is inevitable. 

 

3. GE presents opportunities in renewable energy, energy efficiency, 

green agriculture, carbon markets, climate resilient city and urban 

development etc. 

 

4. GE also presents risks including: regulatory, reputational, physical 

and financial, e.g., flooding resulting in socio-political pressure 

 

5. GE research must be MIT oriented and considered within the global, 

continental, sub-continental, national, sub-national and local SD 

agendas. 
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Think about it: What is re-search? 

 Re-search is simply 

another look ï 2nd, 

3rd, 4th to infinity 
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Think about it: What is re-search? 

 Re-search is the 

systematic collection, 

analysis and 

interpretation of data 

to answer a certain 

question or solve a 

problem 
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Green Economy Research: Seeing the 

bigger picture 

ÅWill we grasp 

what we need to 

do? 

 

ÅWe need to see 

the entire green 

economy 

elephant and not 

only its tail 
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Where is the laboratory? 
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Who are some of the academic partners? 

Unisa 
Coordinating 

CSIR 

UP 

SMU 
Innovation 

Hub 

TUT 



Who are some of the Government partners? 

Unisa 
Coordinating 

Treasury 

COGTA 

StatSA 

EDD 

DEA DAF 

DWS 

DST 

DTI 



Who are some of the other key partners? 

Unisa 
Coordinating 

DBSA 

SOEs (IDT, 
IDC, NCPC) 

Tshwane 
Businesses  

SA-LED - 
USAID 

UNEP 

GRI 

BUSA 

NBI 



A call to understand the bigger green economy 

research context 

Global Context 

(Rio+20; Sendai DRR 
Framework; SDGs; Addis 
Ababa Action Accord ς 

MoI; Paris Accord) 

African Union Context 

(Africa Agenda 2063; Ten 
Year Implementation 

Plans, SADC SD and GE 
Strategy) 

Local Gvt Context 

(C40 Cities; Vison 2055; 
Tshwane GE Strategic 
Framework; Green 

Buildings By Laws etc) 

National Context 

(NDP; Green Economy 
Accord; NSSD; NCCRWP 

etc) 

Green 
Economy as 
Means/End 



The good we have: Zooming into the SDGs 



The good we have: Continuity from the 
unfinished business of MDGs to SDGs 



SDG 11: Make cities and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable 

Some targets 

 

Å 11.1 By 2030, ensure access for all to 

adequate, safe and affordable housing and 

basic services and upgrade slums 

 

Å 11.2 By 2030, provide access to safe, 

affordable, accessible and sustainable 

transport systems for all 

 

Å 11.6 By 2030, reduce the adverse per capita 

environmental impact of cities, including by 

paying special attention to air quality and 

municipal and other waste management 

 

Å 11.7 By 2030, provide universal access to safe, 

inclusive and accessible, green and public 

spaces 

http://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiX3aTi56TJAhVBXRoKHZR0DnIQjRwIAw&url=http://www.globalgoals.org/global-goals/sustainable-cities-and-communities/&psig=AFQjCNHFBtsypY9V0qQ6OW5Tma_bKrFlXQ&ust=1448308507755414


Which of these SDGs is the greatest?  In search 
of multiplier/enabler SDGs in CoT 

The Greatest SDGs 

 (paper in preparation) 

Food  

(SDG 2) 

Education  

(SDG 4) 
Energy (SDG7) 

Climate Change 
(SDG 13) 

Governance 
(SDG 16) 

Means of 
Implementation 

(SDG 17) 

All other SDGs hang on 
these SDGs 

NB: This is my conviction so far 



Model informing the research overall 

One Governance Approach 

(3 tiers, intra- and inter 
departmental and all 

organizations) 

 Readiness/Preparedness 
Pillars  

(Model developed by Prof 
Godwell Nhamo - 2013) 

Value Chain and Addition  
Analysis  

(for new businesses, 
economic growth & jobs 

creation in Tshwane 

Understanding Risks 

(physical, regulatory, 
reputational, financial, 

sociopolitical etc) 

G/Economy 
Research 
Network 


