
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 2024  
 
Welcome to the second edition of The Green Glance! 
 
United in tackling Africa’s water challenges 
 
The City of Tshwane hosted six African cities for the African Water Safe Cities 
Forum Workshop from 16 to 18 April 2024 to share knowledge and innovative 
solutions on water conservation and management.  
 
The workshop is particularly important as it comes at a time when many municipalities 
in the country are facing water supply challenges.  
 
The knowledge shared will form part of the development of the Tshwane Water 
Security Strategy. A significant element of the Tshwane Water Security Strategy is to 
augment our own resources and reduce our dependence on external bulk water 
suppliers. 
 

 
Participating cities included Lagos, Nairobi, Accra, Dakar, Dar es Salaam, City of 
Ekurhuleni and City of Johannesburg.  
  



 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Energy update 
 
Following the closing of the Request for Information on alternative energy solutions and the 
subsequent submission of 39 responses, a committee has been appointed by the City 
Manager to assess and evaluate the submissions on alternative energy solutions at the 
Rooiwal and Pretoria West Power Stations. The outcome of the assessment will provide a 
basis for specifications for the Request for Proposal to be issued in July 2024. The power 
stations will undergo technical baseline assessments which will also form a basis for the power 
stations’ Request for Proposal to be issued in July 2024.  

The world over, society will commemorate 
Earth Day on 22 April 2024 to raise 
awareness of the need to protect the earth’s 
natural resources for the future. The City of 
Tshwane will commemorate this day with the 
official launch of A Re Jwaleng (let us plant) 
by planting 3 000 trees.   
 
The City of Tshwane encourages residents, 
civil organisations and businesses to join the 
movement for a greener, healthier Tshwane 
by planting a tree or starting a vegetable 
garden to mitigate the effects of climate 
change. Share your planting stories on social 
media using the hashtags, #AreJwaleng and 
#EarthDay. 
 

 

 

Planting a tree for the next generation 
 
The City of Tshwane recently donated 
130 Portulacaria affra trees, commonly 
known as Spekboom, and 50 fruit trees 
for the commemoration of 
Commonwealth Day and International 
Women’s Day.  
 
The trees were planted at the Tshwane 
University of Technology, Pretoria West 
Campus and four different schools. 



 
Heat mapping project to help the City of Tshwane to mitigate effects of extreme 
heat 
 
A group of volunteer citizen scientists, under the auspices of the environmental non-
governmental organisation Planact, have recently completed a heat mapping exercise 
in several areas, including Mamelodi, Waterkloof, Silverton and Equestria, to 
understand different heat dynamics in Tshwane.   
  
It is expected that where a site is densely populated and trees are few and far between, 
a site will be prone to experiencing heat stress during summer. This exercise will help 
the City pin down which areas are the hottest and where cooling interventions need to 
be prioritised.  
 
Tshwane’s average temperatures have increased by 2 °C since 1960. The City is 
engaged in a combination of efforts, including the A Re Jwaleng tree-planting 
campaign, to mitigate the effects of extreme heat in the future and subsequent intense 
climate events. This is part of our Climate Action Plan to become a net-zero carbon 
and climate-resilient city by 2050. Read the City’s Climate Action Plan here. 
 
 
 
  

     
Soulbent Project founders, 
siblings Mashudu and Millicent 
Makhado, with the Executive 
Mayor. The organisation goes 
through 4 000 refuse bags per 

month.  
                                                                                                                        

People and communities 
 
The City of Tshwane is excited to have the 
Soulbent Project as a key environmental 
partner in protecting our natural resources. 
Based in Atteridgeville, the non-profit 
organisation focuses on recycling, illegal 
dumping, site clean-ups, maintaining 
vegetable gardens and running a soup 
kitchen feeding 1 000 families.  
 
Despite limited resources, Soulbent has given 
the expression “start where you are with what 
you have” true meaning. The organisation 
continues to empower volunteers to take care 
of their surroundings and has demonstrated 
that it takes will and conviction to make a 
difference.  
 
Get involved  
 
Support this newsletter by sharing updates, 
such as publications, photographs, events, 
brief descriptions and highlights, among 
others, that inform, showcase and inspire 
others to be part of the green movement in 
Tshwane.  
 
City Sustainability Division: 012 358 8870 or 
ukhonam@tshwane.go.za 
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