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Welcome to the The Green Glance! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

South Africa ready to host world 

leaders at the U20 and G20 

summits
 
Work has begun in earnest to welcome global 
leaders to South Africa for the 2025 Urban20 
(U20) and Group of Twenty (G20) summits. 
 

What is U20? 

U20 is a diplomatic city-led initiative 
convened by C40 Cities and United Cities 
and Local Governments (UCLG) for global 
cities to collectively inform the broader G20 
engagements.  

U20 brings the local perspective to the G20 
agenda by facilitating discussions between 
countries and cities, and coordinating a joint 
position and a series of deliverables between 
mayors of major G20 cities and other global 
urban centres to inform and enrich the 
discussions of national leaders at the G20. 

The objective of U20 is to raise the profile of 
urban issues and to develop a collective 
message to inform and issue 
recommendations from the perspective of 
cities and local government to the G20 
leaders. 

The U20 chair rotates every year according 
to the G20 cycle and this year it is going to be 
chaired in South Africa.   

 

 

 

What is G20? 

The Group of Twenty (G20) is an international 
forum of both developing and developed 
countries which seeks to find solutions to 
global economic and financial issues. The 
G20 comprises 19 countries. 

South Africa will assume the Presidency of the 
G20 under the theme, Solidarity, Equality, 
Sustainability.  

The theme seeks to address critical global 
challenges with a strong focus on Africa’s 
development.  

G20 represents 85% of the global economy, 
75% of world trade and 67% of the global 
population. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City of Tshwane proud host of the 
U20 Mayors Assembly 

 
As an important precursor to G20, the City of 
Tshwane and the City of Johannesburg are 
co-chairing the U20 eighth cycle this year.  
 
In June 2025, the City of Tshwane will host 
the U20 Mayors Assembly, with the City of 
Johannesburg hosting the U20 Mayors 
Summit in September 2025. 
 
These platforms are used to coordinate and 
craft a comprehensive joint position and 
series of deliverables presented in a 
document called a communique to inform and 
enrich the discussions of national leaders at 
the G20. 
 
U20 presents many benefits for the City of 
Tshwane, including an increased global 
profile, pioneering the hosting of sustainable 
development global programmes and cross-
boundary knowledge-sharing.  
 
For the 2025 U20 cycle, the two mayors have 
outlined the following as their strategic 
priorities:  
 
• Economic opportunities and financing 
• Climate action and urban resilience 
• Social inclusion and equity 
• Digital transformation and innovation 
 

 
The Executive Mayors of Tshwane and Johannesburg, 
Cllr Nasiphi Moya and Cllr Dada Morero, accepted the 
co-chairing for the 2025 U20 cycle during the 2024 
U20 Summit held in Brazil. 

 

 

 

 

 

Why is U20 important? 

The world is more urbanised than ever before. 
Today, more than half of the global population 
lives in cities and it is estimated that cities will 
host two-thirds of all people by 2050. Cities also 
consume over 75% of the world’s energy, 
generate 75% of related emissions and are 
experiencing the impacts of climate change 
first-hand. (Source: C40 cities) 
 
As an inclusive solution to pressing global 
issues, U20 brings together mayors from 
major G20 cities to inform the discussions of 
national leaders at the G20.  
 
U20 works to enhance the role of cities in 
responding to the issues of the present, like 
climate change and the future of work and 
social integration by creating carbon neutral, 
more inclusive, resilient and prosperous 
societies. 
 
The effective global action on issues ranging 

from the climate emergency to addressing 

inequality and sustainable economic 

development requires productive dialogue 

between the national and local spheres of 

government, and U20 provides that platform.  

 

The main outcome of the cycle is the U20 

Communiqué, which will be submitted for 

endorsement to the U20 Mayors and 

subsequently handed to the G20 Presidency in 

November 2025. 



 

 
From the Chief Operations Officer’s 
pen 
 
Upon taking the 2025 U20 chairship, the City of 
Tshwane and the City of Johannesburg 
immediately established technical task teams 
that must deliver an event of global standard, 
par excellence. 
 
These teams meet regularly to ensure the 
execution of a plan that will deliver a conducive 
environment for our guests, but also to ensure 
that the stage is set for discussions for a more 
equitable and inclusive future.  
 
As the City of Tshwane U20 local sherpa, I am 
pleased with the logistical progress made thus 
far to welcome and host delegates to our 
beautiful capital city.  
 
We look forward to various engagements with 
local and global counterparts as we seek to 
build sustainable, liveable cities.  
 
 
Ms Vuyo Zitumane 
City of Tshwane Chief Operations Officer 
2025 U20 Local Sherpa 

 

Previous U20 cycles and hosts 

 
2018: Buenos Aires 
 
2019: Tokyo 
 
2020: Riyadh  
 
2021: Rome and Milan (co-chairs) 
 
2022: Jakarta 
 
2023: Ahmedabad  
 
2024: Rio de Janeiro and São Paulo (co-chairs) 
 
2025: Tshwane and Johannesburg (co-chairs) 

 
Contact the City Sustainability Division on 
012 358 8870 or ukhonam@tshwane.go.za. 
 
 

Get involved 
Support this newsletter by sharing updates, such 
as publications, photographs, events, brief 
descriptions and highlights, among others, that 
inform, showcase and inspire others to be part of 
the green movement in Tshwane. Read the City of 
Tshwane Climate Action Plan here. 

From the Executive Mayor’s pen 
 

The City of Tshwane is delighted to co-chair the 

2025 U20 cycle.  

 

Throughout its existence, this is the first time the 

U20 cycle is hosted on African soil.  

 

We are ready to receive world leaders from all 

corners of the world and showcase what Tshwane 

has to offer. 

 

Most importantly, as cities, we look forward to 

adding the African voice to the deliberations that 

shape our future. 

 

As a build-up to the U20 Mayors Assembly in 

June 2025 and to inform the communique, the 

City of Tshwane has already started with 

stakeholder engagements, public participation 

meetings and closed-session webinars to solicit 

inputs from our communities. 

 

Tshwane, like many other cities, grapples with 

issues of unemployment, poverty and socio-

economic inclusion.   

 

It is critical that we outline these burning issues 

affecting ordinary residents and coordinate a joint 

position as cities to ensure that our national 

leaders take heed of global systemic issues and 

help us build inclusive societies.  

 
 
Cllr Nasiphi Moya 
Executive Mayor Tshwane  
2025 U20 Chairperson 
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